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As a result of the aforesaid discussion, the Court is of the considered view that the petitioners
holding a degree in General English were clearly not qualified to participate in the recruitment process.
The mere fact that on earlier occasions holders of such a degree were possibly permitted to participate in
selection or came to be appointed as TGT teachers can neither erase the evident ineligibility of the
petitioners here in light of the plain language employed in the advertisement nor can that mistake or error
on the part of the respondents confer on them a positive right to move further in the selection process.
The plea of discrimination advanced in that respect as noted above is clearly-misconceived. A mistake or
illegality committed in the past cannot constitute a ground for extending benefit or relief to the petitioners
who are otherwise ineligible. Selection in respect of public employment must be tested strictly in
accordance with the command of Articles 14 and 16 of the Constitution. The Court has no hesitation in
holding that the acceptance of such a plea would be wholly contrary to the letter and spirit of those
constitutional provisions.

For all the aforesaid reasons, the Court finds the petitioners disentitled to any relief. The writ
petition stands dismissed.
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